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Association Purpose: 
 

● Promote interest and quality in all phases/levels of education for and about business throughout 

the state of Arkansas.   

● Promote professional growth of business educators. 

● Stimulate quality instruction in business classes which is relevant to current business practices 

and technological advances. 

● Cooperate with other state and national organizations, businesses, and individuals concerned 

with or interested in business education and its further development. 

● Serve as a representative body which may speak with authority for the business educators of 

Arkansas. 

● Build professional strength and encourage maintenance of high standards through group action. 

● Promote the business student organization, Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta 

Lambda, as an integral part of the instructional program. 

 

2017-2018 Arkansas Business Education Association Board Members  
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2017-2018 Board Members: 
 

President 
Dr. Kelley Todd 
Fort Smith Southside High School 
ktodd@fortsmithschools.org 
 
President-Elect 
Sheri Smith 
Mountain Home High School 
shersmith@mhbombers.com   
 
Past President 
Tracie Opolka 
Hackett High School 
tracie.opolka@hackettschools.org 
 
Vice President 
Jennifer Curry 
PottsvilleSchool District 
jennifer.curry@pottsvilleschools.org 
 
Secretary 
Holly Herron 
Bigelow High School 
balduch@bigelow.k12.ar.us 
 
Treasurer 
Shannon Green 
Springdale High School 
sgreen2@sdale.org 
 
 
Editor/Webmaster 
Megan Johnson 
Rose Bud School District 
mjohnson@rbsd.k12.ar.us  
 
Program Coordinator 
Business & Marketing Technology 
Sandon Williams 
Arkansas Career Education 
sandon.williams@arkansas.gov  
 
Executive Director 
Angie Hutson 
Paris Middle School 
ahutson2210@gmail.com 

District I Representative 
Linda McAdams 
Northside High School 
lmcadams@fortsmithschools.org  
 
District II Representative 
Darenda Mersey 
Black River Technical College 
darenda.kersey@blackrivertech.edu  
 
District III Representative 
Teresa Hopkins 
Harmony Grove High School 
hopkinst@hgsd1.com  
 
District IV Representative 
Justin Neel 
Caddo Hills High School 
jneel@caddohills.org  
 
 
District V Representative 
Paula Deckard 
Southside Bee Branch School District 
pdeckard@southsidebb.org 
 
District VI Representative 
Sara Whitson 
Highland High School 
sara.whitson@highlandrebels.org  
   
District VII Representative 
Angie Kichline 
Elkins High School 
akichline@elkinsdistrict.org  
 
SBEA Representative 
Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier 
Arkansas Career Education 
cheryl.wiedmaier@arkansas.gov  
 
FBLA State Adviser 
Will Douthard 
Arkansas Career Education 
william.douthard@arkansas.gov  
 
PBL State Adviser 
Tonya Loe 
University of Arkansas Monticello 
College of Technology, McGehee 
loet@uamont.edu  
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Membership: 
ABEA has a current membership of 316. The board members are working hard to continue to 

reach our goal as we move toward a 10% increase in membership. Our seven district representatives are 

responsible for encouraging professional membership 

in their district area. Recruitment techniques include 

mailing and e-mails to business educators, 

presentations at student 

organization conferences, 

presentations to college business education classes, and distribution of 

benefits information. State association members are strongly encouraged to 

join affiliated professional organizations, including SBEA and NBEA.  
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Treasurer's Report: 
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Regional and National Conferences: 
  

 Tracie Opolka, Past-President; Dr. Kelley Todd, President; Sheri Smith, 

President-Elect; Angie Hutson, Executive Director; Shannon Green, Treasurer; Angie 

Kichline, District VII ABEA Membership Representative; Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier, SBEA 

Representative; and Jana McWhorter, Teacher of the Year attended the Southern 

Business Education Association Conference in Savannah, GA on October 25-28, 

2017.   ABEA Members Debbie Martin, Angie McCallie and Terri Burton were also in 

attendance. While at the conference, Tracie Opolka presented the “Coding at the Middle Level” interest 

session, Shannon Green presented the “ELL Strategies in the Business Classroom” interest session, and 

Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier attended the State Membership Directors’ Meeting. 

 Dr. Kelley Todd, President; Tracie Opolka, Past-President; and Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier, SBEA 

Membership Director; and Angie Hutson, Executive Director attended the National Business Education 

Association Conference in Baltimore, MD on March 27 – 31, 2018.   Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier presented the 

“Issues and Trends in Business Education” interest session.  Angie Hutson presented “Engage, Inspire, 

and Motivate through Cooperative Learning”. In conjunction with the NBEA Conference, Dr. Cheryl 

Wiedmaier was elected as President to Association for Research in Business Education (ARBE). Cheryl 

also serves on Policy Commission for Business and Economic Education at the national level.  Tracie 

Opolka was elected as Communications Director to ARBE.  ABEA Members Mary Jacobs, Xerlotta Jones, 

Shameka Montgomery, Terry Lawson, and Mary Hines were also in attendance. 
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Annual State Conference: 

 

 The Arkansas Business Education Association held its 

annual conference on July 31 – August 1, 2018, at the Hot 

Springs Convention Center in Hot Springs, Arkansas.  Two 

hundred and fifty four business teachers from across the state 

came together to go “Peace Love ABEA”at the annual conference. President-Elect Sheri Smith 

planned an information-packed two days. Day one included poster session, opening session, 

vendor visits, ARCareerEd News & Noteworthy items update, silent auction, and raffle. At 

registration, teachers received a t-shirt sponsored by Cengage and a backpack with several 

goodies inside. Business teachers were welcomed to the opening of the 

conference on Tuesday to a Get “GROOVY” Grab and Go poster in keeping 

with the conference theme. The poster session provided an opportunity for 

teachers to receive projects and lesson plans. Textbook, software, merchandise, 

and other vendors were also on-site to provide information and answer 

questions. Teachers could bid on items at the silent auction and raffle. The 

proceeds from this go to the Arkansas FBLA Foundation which provides money for our national 

competitors to attend the FBLA National Leadership Conference each year. 

 At our opening session, Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier, Associate Director for Career & 

Technical Education, brought greetings from the Arkansas Department of Career Education.   

Mr. Benji Mahan, teacher and coach at Fayetteville High School was our Keynote Speaker – Do 

Others See Your “Why”. 

 On the second day, teachers had the opportunity to attend many different interest sessions 

that lasted forty-five minutes each. Interest Sessions included a variety of topics including 

Perkins Funding and writing requests for projects, FBLA Middle-Level and High School 
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updates, leadership training, Learning Blade, implementing Stukent for Social Media, 

Certification into Computer Business 

Applications, technology tools for teachers, 

student engagement, finance, business 

building, coding, Imagine Academy & 

MOS Certification, Planbook Plus, 

Accounting for 21st Century,  Web 

Technologies, W!se Certification Testing, 

current events, teacher retirement, social media, student motivation, strategies for promoting 

CTE students and programs, skills students need to survive and succeed in college, what business 

wants in a business leader, digital escape rooms, soft skills, 21st century teaching and learning 

strategies. The next annual conference is scheduled for summer 2018 in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
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Annual State Conference Program: 
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Awards and Recognition: 
 The ABEA held its annual awards ceremony on Wednesday, August 1, 2018.  Each year 

we recognize several outstanding business teachers and leaders from across the state of 

Arkansas. Our President, Dr. Kelley Todd presented each winner with a beautiful plaque to 

commemorate the award.  

 

 

Outstanding Leadership-Dr. Cheryl Weidmaier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary Teacher – Dr. Kelley Todd – Fort Smith Southside  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

17 

 

Junior High/Middle School Teacher – Donna Stillwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Teacher- Sara Echlin – Highland High School   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 2018 scholarship is presented in honor of Phyllis Smith, a long time business 

educator in the state of Arkansas. This year’s recipients, Morgan Davis and Madison Vigil, 

received a certificate and a check for $500. 

  

 

Scholarship Recipients: 

Morgan Davis, Arkansas Tech University 

Madison Vigil, Arkansas Tech University  
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Public Relations: 

 

 Our Editor/Webmaster, Megan Johnson, designed a new webpage for our association this 

year.  The sleek new look includes so much information for our members. Members can get up-

to-date conference information, renew membership, apply for scholarships and awards, learn 

about the board members, and scan archives of documents and presentations from conferences in 

the past. 

 
 

Megan does a great job of keeping all of our members informed by using various means 

of social media. 

Website: www.abea.us  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ARBusEdAssoc  

Twitter: @ArkansasABEA   

 

  

http://www.abea.us/
https://www.facebook.com/ARBusEdAssoc
https://www.facebook.com/ARBusEdAssoc
https://www.facebook.com/ARBusEdAssoc
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Student Organization: 

 

            Jim Anglin, Arkansas FBLA-PBL (Future Business Leaders of America—Phi Beta 

Lambda) Foundation Board Member, continues to serve as a liaison between the Foundation 

Board, FBLA Executive Council, and ABEA Board. Tim Collier, Arkansas businessman, serves 

as Foundation Board Chair. The Arkansas FBLA-PBL Foundation’s function is to provide 

financial assistance to FBLA and PBL members to compete at the national conference. Financial 

assistance was provided in the amount of $25 per competitor for the 2018 National Leadership 

Conference in Baltimore, MD. 

             ABEA organizes a silent auction and raffle auction to benefit the Arkansas 

FBLA-PBL Foundation each year during the annual ABEA Conference. Members bid on items 

donated by board members and businesses. A check for $5,000 was presented to the Foundation. 

2017-18 Arkansas FBLA State Officers 
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Arkansas FBLA 

2018 National Leadership Conference Winners 

Baltimore, MD 

 

 

1st Place   Digital Video Production—Will Robinson,  

Wyatt Robinson & Wesley Schwartz    Ft. Smith Southside 

                                                                                                                 

 3rd Place         Network Design—James Darville & Louis DeLozier                Springdale 

  

3rd Place          Virtual Business Finance Challenge—Dalton Orsborn                     Cotter 

  

5th Place          Public Service Announcement —Paige Clawson,  

Christanne Crunkleton & Candy Sanchez                    Cotter 

                                                                                                                  

5th Place          Sports & Entertainment Mgt. —Louis Ingram & T.J. Dunn              Sheridan 

 

6th Place         Publication Design—Hannah Powell                                    Piggott 

  

6th Place          Word Processing—Lauren Moore                                Omaha 

  

7th Place          Business Plan—Amber Weller                             Alpena 

  

7th Place           Journalism—Allison Suits                                           Conway 

  

8th Place          American Enterprise Project—Allison Kilbreath                     Piggott 

  

8th Place          Job Interview—McKenzie Landis                                Pangburn 

  

8th Place        Database Design & Applications—Katherine Ausborn                     Russellville 

  

9th Place        Local Chapter Annual Bus. Report—Marie Reed, 

Averee Hutson & Jarod Dewey                                         Cotter 

  

10th Place       Job Interview—Sarah Mays                                           Marshall 

  

Mid-Level Winners: 
  

1st Place          Community Service Project—Maggie Richey, 

Karsyn Tencleve & Jesse Wells                                     Paris 
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Additional High School Recognitions 

  

● Angie Kichline, FBLA Adviser at Elkins High School, was named Arkansas’ 

Outstanding Local Adviser and recognized at the National Leadership Conference. 

  

● Arkansas Candidate Anna Richey campaigned for Southern Region Vice President. 

  

● Arkansas FBLA members participated in the National Business Achievement Awards 

program. Students earned 63 Future Level, 27 Business Level awards, 13 Leader Level, 

and 12 America Level awards. 

  

● Arkansas FBLA members participated in the National Community Service Achievement 

Awards program. Students earned 30 Community Level (50 service hours), 10 Service 

Level (200 service hours), and 5 Achievement Level (500 service hours) awards. 

  

  

Middle Level Recognitions 

  

● Top Fundraising in State Chapter for March of Dimes 

 

● Top Fundraising Local Chapter for March of Dimes—Booneville Jr. High  

 

 


